
Honors World History - Summer Assignment
2019-20 School Year

Welcome to Honors World History! This course is meant to teach you how to read, write, and think at a college level. We 
will be reading 8 texts this year; two during the summer, and three each semester of the school year. Each text will 
correspond to an important concept or phenomenon that is emblematic of a period in history. For example, our study of 
the Age of Exploration will focus mainly on chattel slavery and its effects via the book Kindred by Ocatvia Butler. While 
this method of studying history does not cover every minute detail throughout the timeline it does gives us an opportunity 
to delve deeper into the most important topics of the time in question.

Summer Assignment Requirements:
1. Get a copy of the following books. Note: If you need the school to supply you with a copy of either book please 

let me know so we can do so. However, I highly recommend you obtain a personal copy of the books so you can 
annotate them while reading.

a. This Fleeting World by: David Christian
b. We Crossed a Bridge and it Trembled: Voices from Syria by Wendy Pearlman

2. Read: This Fleeting World first to familiarize yourself with human history. While reading annotate the book by 
identifying the following topics/themes as they appear in the text:

a. Humans and other humans (Identify with and “H”): Why have relations among humans become so 
complex since early times? We live in a world of intense, complicated, and diverse relationships among 
billions of people. Throughout most of its history our species has lived in small, scattered communities of 
foragers and hunters. Questions about the ways in which humans have multiplied on the earth and come 
to relate to one another in such a variety of ways are fundamental to historical investigation.

b. Humans and the environment (Identify with an “E”): How has the changing relationship between 
human beings and the physical and natural environment affected human life from early times to the 
present? Human beings are inhabitants of the biosphere and their history is inseparable from it. This is as 
true today as it was 200,000 years ago.

c. Humans and ideas (Identify with an “I”): How have human views of the world, nature, and the cosmos
changed? History is not only the study of "what happened" but also about the ways in which humans have
thought about, questioned, interpreted, and represented (in words, pictures, movies, and so on) what their 
senses tell them about the world and the universe. Ideas influence historical developments and, 
conversely, events shape ideas as humans strive to make sense of change.

3. Read: We Crossed a Bridge and it Trembled: Voices From Syria and annotate it in the same way.
a. See: “We Crossed a Bridge and it Trembled Vocabulary Document” for help with various places, names, 

etc (this will be posted on Google Classroom)

A note on annotation:
- You should write in the margins of your books- this will help you then you return to the book for the essay 

portion of the summer assignment.
- If you do not want to write in your book, or if your book was provided to you by the school, you need to keep a 

set of notes while reading.
- Your annotations (and/or notes) will be graded the first week of school
- You may annotate and take notes if that method works better for you as long as you have some way of showing 

me that you are engaging with the text in a meaningful way. Blank books with no notes will receive no credit 
regardless of your essay grade. 



4. Write: a 5 paragraph essay in response to the following prompt:

 Beginning with protests and civil demonstration in 2011, the Syrian Civil War continues to be one of the most 
complicated and fraught events in modern world history. Select one of the three topics from above. In an essay 
explain how your selected topic can be seen in the Syrian Civil War and how it might help to explain the crisis 
there.

Essay Requirements:
1. 700-850 words (not including formatting such as title, your name, etc)
2. MLA Format (Typed, 12pt Time New Roman or Arial font, 1in margins, etc)
3. A thesis that answers the prompt and is easy to identify in your introductory paragraph
4. Fully developed paragraphs with all necessary elements present

a. Body paragraphs should include a: topic sentence, 2 pieces of evidence (quote or paraphrase) explanation 
and analysis, and a concluding sentence

Turn in details- you will need to turn in your essay before the school year begins. You may do this by mailing it to me, or 
dropping it off in my mailbox. The essay is due by 12:00pm (noon) on Saturday August 9th, it must be postmarked on
or before Wednesday August 7th. Either way you need to turn your essay in using the following guidelines:

1. Essay nicely folded and put inside a letter sized envelope (even if you are not mailing the essay)
2. Correctly addressed envelope with return address included
3. Envelope must also contain a note card or half sheet of paper with a short introductory biography- introduce 

yourself to me in any way you see fit! 

My address is:

Matthew Bruner
7013 Glen Haven Rd
Soquel, CA 95073

Your summer assignment grade will have three parts:
1. Quality of annotation: This Fleeting World
2. Quality of annotation: We Crossed a Bridge and it Trembled
3. Essay grade
4. Your personal introduction included 

A copy of the essay rubric is attached.


