AP US History Summer Homework

PLEASE READ THE ENTIRE SUMMER HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

May 2019
Dear Advanced Placement United States History Student,

Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH). Please be sure to read this entire document, as it details what will be expected of you while enrolled in APUSH. Remember that your summer homework counts toward your first semester grade, so it should be of the highest quality possible.

The purpose of the summer homework assignment is threefold: 1) to help you develop and maintain the necessary skills to be successful in APUSH, 2) to allow us enough time to cover all of the material for the APUSH test, which you will take in May 2020, and 3) to give you an idea of the types of assignments and workload that can be expected from the APUSH course.

There are two goals for this course: 1) to prepare you for college and 2) to prepare you for the APUSH test. The APUSH test covers the entire span of American history, from the founding of the English colonies to the present day, and demands that you be prepared and committed to taking a challenging year-long course. As part of this preparation process, you will be required to complete the summer assignment detailed on the following page. The summer homework will place you on the right track toward the ultimate goal of passing the APUSH test. You are expected to report to school at the beginning of the school year with the summer assignment completed to the best of your ability. There will be absolutely no unethical behavior regarding the completion of your summer homework (i.e. copying answers off of the internet, sharing work with someone else from the class). Your summer assignment will be your first opportunity to prove yourself. A failure to complete the summer assignment in an acceptable manner will place you behind in the course and jeopardize your grade.

The use of technology is very important in APUSH.  You will need regular access to the internet. Many aspects of the class will be available for you online, and you will need to be able to access this information at any given time. If you DO NOT have access to the internet at home, you will need to make regular arrangements to use the computers at the high school or at another location.

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to email me at any time. 
Thank you and good luck. I look forward to seeing all of you in August!
Spencermarshak@sccs-stu.net

-Mr. Marshak

DIRECTIONS FOR SUMMER HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

1. Please read the following book and then write an essay: (50 points)
The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
Prompt: This book was highly influential at the time of its publication, as it advocated for a dramatic change in the role of the United States’ government in society. For this book, identify the nature of the change advocated by the author, use specific textual evidence as evidence to any claims you make, and evaluate whether the change for which the author advocated has occurred since the publication of the book.
Your response must:

1. Be 2 pages in length, have standard paper margins, with proper use of grammar.
2. Use either Times New Roman, Calibri, or Cambria for your font. Size 12 font only.
3. Cite at least three lines of text from the book (with page numbers of the quotes) in your writing as evidence to prove an argument you are making. Any opinion/argument you discuss should be supported with factual evidence.
4. Be written in 3rd person. You will never write a 1st person essay in this class, so no need to start now. No I, Me, My, etc.
5. Be entirely your own. If there is evidence of plagiarism you will receive a zero on the assignment.
2. Complete the U.S. History / Physical Features Map. Every area of water, land, and political feature must be correctly labeled. (15 points)
3. Complete the Thirteen Colonies Map. All eleven tasks must be completed and labeled / colored correctly. (15 points)
4. Read the first two chapters of the textbook By The People in their entirety and complete the review questions that follow each chapter. (10 points for each chapter) These chapters, titled The World Before 1492 and First Encounters, First Conquests, 1492-1607, will provide background information for the eventual colonization of North America by European nations. The review questions that follow each chapter, located on pages 26-27 and 55-56, must be completed in well thought out written responses that answer all parts of each question. The responses should be completed independently and hand written. You only need to respond to the numbered review questions (No need to respond to the prompts / theses). You will be quizzed on these two chapters during the 1st block day we meet.
Please note: It is important to not view the reading (both novel and textbook) as homework that you have to complete. At this point in your education, completing homework is much less important than actually understanding the content itself. Even though you may be pressed for time or may not be personally interested in the subject matter, please be sure to complete the readings to the point where you understand the deeper themes and concepts being discussed. I can’t fully stop you from using Spark Notes or only reading the chapter summaries, but trust me when I say that simply skimming through the reading in order to finish the homework will result in some very unpleasant test and essay scores throughout the school year. This class will be challenging. You will need to prepare yourself accordingly…which will require time and patience.
This work is due on the first day of school. Failure to hand it in will result in a grade of zero.
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