
 
Name _______________________________________________________ Period ______ 
 
Essay Rubric 11th Grade 

 Proficient Emerging Basic Below Basic 

Thesis (Quality,Clarity), 
Response to prompt 

Introduces a specific claim in the 
introductory paragraph that is 
clearly arguable, and takes a 
position based on the prompt. 

Introduces a claim in the 
introductory paragraph that is 
based on the prompt. 

Introduces a claim in the 
introductory paragraph, but 
does not respond to the 
prompt. 

Thesis does not present a claim 
or does not respond to the 
prompt 

Support/Evidence/ 
Organization 

Provides historically accurate and 
relevant data and evidence to 
support the claim made in thesis. 
Essay is organized around 
introduction and body paragraphs. 
Body paragraphs are organized 
around main ideas with no 
off-topic tangents.  Topic 
sentences guide the reader. 
 

Provides data and evidence to 
support the claim, though it may 
be presented unevenly. Essay is 
organized around introduction 
and body paragraphs.  Body 
paragraphs have clear main 
ideas.  Topic sentences generally 
guide the reader. 

Minimal data and evidence is 
used to support the claim, or 
data/evidence does not serve 
to support the claim.  Essay 
organization is unclear; body 
paragraphs may run together. 
Some topic sentences are 
present. 

There is no evidence used. 
There is no distinction between 
paragraphs.  No topic 
sentences are present. 
 

Research 
Sources/Quality of 
Evidence/Citation 

Credible and academic sources 
are evaluated and used to support 
claim and are cited correctly. 

Credible sources are used to 
support claim and are cited 
correctly. 

Sources are not credible 
and/or do not support the 
claim.  Some citations are 
missing or poorly formatted. 

No outside sources are used. 
No citations are present. 

Grammar/Readability/
Mechanics 

Skillful use of language to support 
the claim. 
 

Language is clear with no major 
grammatical errors. 

Language errors sometimes 
make the meaning of the essay 
difficult to understand. 

Excessive errors of language 
and grammar. 

 
Common Errors/Comments: 

Academic language problems (e.g. informal 
language, colloquialisms, passive voice) 

Formatting errors (Does not follow 
MLA format; margins, citations, etc) 

Weak Thesis (e.g. not arguable, does not 
take a position, does not answer prompt) 

Contains inaccurate information. 

Not enough quotes or references from the 
text and/or course work. 

Plagiarism is present/improper citations. Does not explain the relationship between 
evidence and thesis (lacks analysis). 

Significant departures from the topic of 
the essay. 

 
 



 
  



 


